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conflict

[image: image1.wmf]a disagreement, struggle or clash for power, property, resources, etc. 
Example:  The conflict over control of a scarce natural resource involved several countries. 
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prevalence
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being widespread  or common 
Example: The prevalence of floating plastic debris in the oceans is disturbing.
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refugee
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someone who has been forced to leave a country because of war or religious or political reasons
Example:  The refugees stood at the border waiting for the welcoming country to assist them.

(SS0605010)
	[image: image4.jpg]


35

historical perspective

a point of view that considers accounts of past events, the circumstances surrounding those events at the time, and their causes and consequences 
Example: By employing a historical perspective, we can explore the causes of an event using a variety of accounts. 
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economic perspective
a point of view that considers how scarcity influences the choices people and societies make in the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services
Example:  An economic perspective is useful in exploring conflicts relating to scarce resources. 
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political perspective
a point of view that considers power, authority, rules and laws, government and citizenship

Example:   A political perspective explores the role power, authority and the role of government in resolving problems. 
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geographic perspective

a point of view that considers the earth and how humans interact with it

Example:  Using only a geographic perspective to explore conflicts among nations may be problematic.
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sociological perspective
a point of view that considers  human societies and how humans organize in groups
Example:  Exploring conflict from a sociological perspective may reveal the role that groups of people have in 
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degradation 
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to decline to a lower condition, quality or level 
Example:  Environmental degradation will result if we are not good stewards of the planet. 
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treaty

a signed agreement between two or more countries

Example:  Treaties are often negotiated as a method for avoiding conflict or resolving a conflict.  
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